
THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE GOSPEL
Romans 10:11‑15
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a message for every person. The message of His death, burial, and resurrection confronts every man with the possibility of being saved. The writers in the Bible expressed this by using the word "whosoever". This term means you, me, or anybody who will.

This aspect of the Gospel offended the people of Israel. In their blindness they believed themselves to be the only ones God would save. They closed the door of salvation to all Gentiles. However they closed the door because they had misunderstood both the way and the scope of salvation. They understood salvation to be by the law which the Gentiles did not have. They also understood the salvation to be available only to those who were physical descendents of Abraham. In setting forth the way of salvation in simple language, the Apostle presents the universal aspect of this Gospel. It is truly a "whosoever" message.

You will be saved from error if you keep this great text before you when you consider the salvation of the Lord. In this great section of the Roman letter in which we have the most extensive and detailed discussion of divine election, we also have "whosoever". In the Word of God the two are never divorced from each other. When confronting lost men, the Gospel always proclaims, "whosoever".

THE PROOF OF THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE GOSPEL
This truth comes out of the consideration of the quotation from the prophet Isaiah. "For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed." The Apostle actually added a word to the translation of the Hebrew text to give emphasis to the " whosoever". While the quotation was given to support the faith character of salvation that has just been set forth, the Apostle grabs the "whosoever". He then points to two great proofs of the universality of the Gospel.

First, the character of God provides proof of the universality of the Gospel. "For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him.''

"There is no difference"! These words have been used in a different context in this letter earlier. In the third chapter we are told that no distinction can be made between the Jew and the Greek, because they are all guilty before God. When you stand men before holy God, they share a common guilt. There is no difference in them; they are all in need. However the emphasis on the words in this text is that they are alike in the way they approach God. Because there is just one God and one kind of humanity, it really makes little difference whether a man is a Jew or from some other nation. He must relate to God in exactly the same way as other men.

"For the same Lord over all" refers to the Lord Jesus. His position is that of being Lord over all men. His lordship is not confined to the nation of Israel. He is the Sovereign Lord over all men. While He came into the world through the nation of Israel, Jesus came for all men.

Furthermore the Lord is rich unto all that call upon Him. Literally it could read, "He is continually wealthy unto all the ones invoking Him." His wealth consists of the riches of love, grace, and mercy. Our God is always full of these in Christ Jesus. It does not take any more of His grace to save a Gentile than it does a Jew. The emphasis should be upon the "all". He is "over all" and is rich unto "all". This means exactly what it says. Whenever a man calls upon the name of the Lord for mercy and grace, invokes that name which is above every name, regardless of who he may be or what he may have done, he discovers the Lord to be full of all the saving grace he needs. This is just the character of the Lord God Himself. You cannot limit the Gospel to only a certain group without placing some kind of limit on the character of the Lord, especially upon how much grace he really has in his heart.

Second, the promises of God give proof of the universality of the Gospel. The Apostle shares with us the promise first given through the prophet Joel. Interestingly it is the same promise that the Lord impressed upon the heart of Peter on the day of Pentecost. "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." A close look at the Greek text reveals that the Apostle did all he could to strengthen the "whosoever". Actually he wrote, "Everyone whosoever". Could it be made more emphatic? This is not apostolic speculation concerning the universality of the Gospel, but rather a divine promise. For God to turn away someone who called upon His name for mercy, if he called out of repentant and believing heart, would be for God to go back on a promise that He has given. Such a suggestion is utterly unthinkable to anyone who knows our God. Above all the Lord keeps His word. He cannot lie!

We must not misunderstand this universality of the Gospel. It does not affirm that all men will be saved, or that all men have been saved. Rather it affirms that all men who call upon the name of the Lord for salvation will be saved. Those who come to God in faith, regardless of their race or national origin, will be saved.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE GOSPEL
The universality of the Gospel is extremely significant for those who have received the Gospel. If all men can be saved by calling upon the name of the Lord, then we must make sure that all men know this. By asking a series of rhetorical questions, the Apostle sets forth this aspect of the truth.

"How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent?" Beginning with the call upon the name of the Lord, the Apostle moves backward in setting forth the necessity of the witness being given. Unless a man believes, he can never call. Unless a man hears, he can never believe. Unless a man preaches, another can never hear. Unless witnesses are sent, a man can never preach. This is probably a reference to God sending forth His proclaimers in to the earth. Do you see the place of the witness in this scheme of salvation?

God's personal evaluation of the importance of the witness is indicated by another Old Testament quotation. "As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things." The Gospel witness is the bearer of the best news known to man. When he shares with another the facts and the significance of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, he is giving forth the wonderful words of life.

What a text! There is no answer to this "How"? When we look at the city around us, we need to be mindful of this. For us the universality of the Gospel means that we must not fail to share it with every man. Do we dare take that literally? We are ready to admit that we ought to send missionaries to the black man in Africa, and the brown man in Latin America, but what about the black and the brown in Fort Worth? Are they not included in the "whosoever' since they happen to live close to us? What about the poor and uneducated? This is the kind of text to make the Christian uncomfortable in his complacency about sharing the Gospel. Our reluctance to share it denies our commitment to its universality. Practically we had decided that there are some limitations. It is not really universal.

But this great truth is also significant for the sinner. This makes the sinner fully responsible for doing something about his salvation. This strips him of all his excuses. The Jewish man who wanted to blame his lostness on something else is confronted with the fact that he is lost because he has refused to call upon the name of the Lord for salvation.

Friend, if you are excluded from God's salvation, you excluded yourself. God has sent the invitation to the salvation banquet to all men. He has not confined it to any group or any nation. The invitation says "whosoever will let him come and take the water of life freely.''

The door of salvation is much like the doors operated by electric eyes in our day. The first such ones I ever saw really fascinated me. Whenever a man walks up to the door, if he is not used to them, he will instinctively reach out to push the door open. But without his pushing, the door just opens before him. In the same way, when we come to the Lord Jesus in faith, when we call upon his name for salvation, the door of salvation swings open before us. When a man comes up to one of the automatic doors, it does not check to see if he is of the right race, or of the right moral standing, or of the right educational background, or of the religious background, it just swings open to him. So it is with this door of salvation. It swings open to all who come to God through Christ. The door is closed to you only because you have not come to God through Christ, that is by calling upon His name in faith.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a wonderful treasure that has been deposited in our hands and hearts. This Gospel is a universal Gospel. As Christians, we need to make another commitment to be good stewards of the Gospel. A good steward of the Gospel shares it freely with all men. He declares it wherever he goes.

My dear unsaved friend, you need to take advantage of the open door of the Gospel. God has finished His work concerning your salvation. The banquet is ready. He waits on you to respond to his invitation. Come! Come now and be saved!

